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Dear Huth Road Families, 
 
The end of the school year is almost upon us!!  I can’t even believe it!  Is it just 
me, or does each year go by a little bit quicker than the last?  Soon our kids will 
be emptying out desks and lockers, sweltering in their classrooms, and taking 
part in the always anticipated “field days.” As a former Huth Road student my-

self, I still remember how exciting and 
fun those end of the year celebrations 
can be!   
 As I wrap up the first year of my two-
year term as the PTA president, I just 
want to take this opportunity to thank 
you all for your patience and support 
throughout the year.  There’s a bit of 
a learning curve, and being someone 
who lacks any sort of organizational 
skills, it has been a true opportunity 
for growth for me!  I am blessed to 

have been surrounded by an incredible PTA board, an amazing principal, and 
an army of selfless and enthusiastic volunteers!!  It truly takes a team of people 
to make the PTA work.  Because of that team, our kids have benefitted infinitely 
from all the programs, field trips, speakers, events, etc., that the PTA has spon-
sored this year! 
We just recently installed our new officers for the 2017-28 school year. Then the 
planning starts all over again!  I am so excited to share that we have many new 
faces joining the board. I can’t wait to see the enthusiasm, ideas, and expertise 
that these awesome parents will bring!!    
This newsletter features some great ideas for keeping kids busy this summer. 
(Thanks to our amazing newsletter editor, Alice!)  My hope is that all of you 
have an amazing summer and make lots of memories that your kids will treas-
ure for years to come.  I would also challenge you to look ahead and think about 
how YOU can be a more active part of the PTA next year.  Whether it’s simply 
becoming a member, helping out at an event, donating time, money, skills – 
whatever it may be – you can make a difference in your child’s life and in the 
lives of all 400 Huth Road kiddos. What an amazing opportunity!   
So here’s to a great 2017-18 school year! And, more importantly, here’s to what 
will hopefully mark the end of the water bottle flipping phenomenon!! J (For 
better or worse, we’re on to fidget spinners now…)  Have a safe and healthy 
summer!!! 
Bonnie Nevans, PTA President 
Bonnie Nevans 
bonnienevans@gmail.com 



From the Principal’s Desk. . . 
 

Dear Huth Families, 
 
Welcome New Huth Road Elementary Families, 
We are proud and pleased to welcome our Sidway first grade friends to Huth Road School in September.  To ease 
the transition to the “big kid” school, second graders and their parents are invited to a special Open House designed 
especially for them.  Visit the district calendar for details on the second grade Open House that will take place be-
fore school begins as well as the Grades three, four, and five Open House that will take place in the first week of 
school.  
 

Add Huth’s Calendar to your Phone 
It’s easy to add Huth’s iCal link to your phone’s calendar to get all of our school’s events at your fingertips.  Go to 
Settings, Calendar, Account, Add Account.  If you prefer to use Google Calendar, download the app, and add our 
calendar in the settings.  The link to Huth’s calendar is: http://www.grandislandschools.org/calendars/calendar3.ics.  
You can copy this link off our website, where you can get the links for the district and the other schools as well.  I 
recommend you download Huth’s calendar, as well as the district calendar.  Huth’s calendar will have events spe-
cific to our building, and the district calendar will include the events that are district-wide, such as the first day of 
school, half days, holidays, etc.  The link to the district calendar is: http://www.grandislandschools.org/calendars/
calendar.ics.   

Summer Learning and Fun! 

Be sure your child completes the summer reading requirement before 
school begins in September.  Mrs. Cannavo and Mrs. Orosz will hold 
their annual “Summer Reading Celebration” in the fall, and your 
child won’t want to miss out on the fun.  You will receive infor-
mation about the program in an upcoming e-news message.  Also, be 
sure you have your child’s IXL username and password ready for 
ongoing practice all summer long.   
 

Family Time is Irreplaceable! 
Finally, I hope you will enjoy as many opportunities as possible in 
the Buffalo/Niagara Region with your children this summer.  There’s 
so much to see and do when the kids don’t have school and our 
schedules as parents tend to unwind a little bit (if we’re lucky).  Eve-
ry outing you do as a family will help your child grow socially and 
academically.  Visit http://www.visitbuffaloniagara.com/events for 
information on all of the great events taking place in our region.  
Sharing experiences together helps our children build an understand-
ing of their world, and that makes them better readers, thinkers, and better students overall.  Yes, Huth is a wonder-
ful school, but family time is irreplaceable! 

Thank you for all you do to help our children achieve their very best and have a wonderful summer! 

 
Kerri Nowak 
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 collaboration and team-
work 

creativity and imagina-
tion 

critical thinking 

problem solving flexibility and adaptabil-
ity 

global and cultural 
awareness 

information literacy leadership civic literacy and citi-
zenship 

Oral communication 
skills 

social responsibility technology literacy 

written communication 
skills 

ethics initiative 

http://www.grandislandschools.org/calendars/calendar3.ics
http://www.grandislandschools.org/calendars/calendar.ics
http://www.grandislandschools.org/calendars/calendar.ics
http://www.visitbuffaloniagara.com/events
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Summer activities for kids and families... 
 
 
 

Looking for activities for your kids here in Grand Island this summer? The town’s recreation department and the 
Grand Island Memorial Library have a variety of programs to keep kids and 
their families busy during the summer break from school. 
 

Grand Island Memorial Library 
 
Anne Slater, the youth services librarian at Grand Island Memorial Library, said 
that, this summer, the reading theme is “Build a Better World.” There are read-
ing activities and events for kids of all ages. The summer reading program will 
be kicked off with a program featuring Nels Ross of InJest from 2 to 3 p.m., 
Thursday, July 6th, at the library. You are invited to register for programs, pick 
up your reading log and bag, enjoy both refreshments and great entertainment. 
This is geared to all ages so it will be fun for the whole family. 
 
Reading can also lead to great prizes. The Friends of the Grand Island Memori-
al Library has donated a new bicycle for a reading contest. For every five books 
checked out, each child will receive a ticket to enter the library’s contest to win 
a new bicycle!  
 
Rookie Readers: This will be held from 2 to 3:15 pm., on Tuesdays, from July 
11th until August 8th. It’s geared toward children entering first and second 
grades. There will be crafts, games, and stories. 
 
Page Turners: This will be held from 2 p.m. to 3:15 p.m., on Thursdays, from July 13th until August 10th, for chil-
dren entering grades three through six. There will be crafts, games, and stories. 
 
Bookmarks club: This is an independent reading club for children of all ages. If you’d like to participate, stop by 
the checkout desk at the library after July 6th  to pick up your reading log. 
 
Battle of the Books: This is for students entering grades six through nine. It’s a contest! To participate, come to the 
first meeting on Monday, June 26th, at the library. Meetings will be held weekly until August 2nd.  The titles of this 
year’s books are: The Great Greene Heist (by Varian Johnson), The Apothecary (by Maile Meloy), The War that 
Changed My Life (by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley), The Iron Trial (by Holly Black), and The Shrunken Head (by 
Lauren Oliver).  The battle, which will be the culminating event, will occur from 8:30 a.m. until noon at ECC 
South. 
 
Other events at the library include a performance from the Omni Puppet Theatre at 2 p.m., July 26th. All ages are 
welcome. No registration is required.  
 
For more information about these programs or to register, call 773.1714 or stop by the library at 1715 Be-
dell Road. 
(See the Town’s recreation department’s activities for kids and families on page  ) 
 
 

. 
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Reflection from a fifth grade parent 
By Jennifer Walowitz 

 
 
 

Dear New Huth Road families, 
 
When my oldest child started second grade, I wasn’t familiar with Huth Road and was a little nervous.  I attended 
the second grade orientation and the principal, Mrs. Nowak, put me at ease.  She welcomed us and let us know 
we’re in this together. 
Right before school started, we attended a special second grade open house.  It helped us transition into Huth 
before the first day of school.  We got to meet my son's teachers and learn about his day while he got to know his 
classmates.  It didn't take long to realize that Huth Road is a special place for our children to learn and grow. 
Huth Road teachers help students reach their full potential and find creative ways to make learning fun.  For a 
book report, third graders decorate pumpkins to resemble the main character in their story.  At Halloween, fifth 
graders dress up as their favorite character and give a "book sell" to persuade their classmates to read the book.  
Students bring history to life through hands-on research projects.  They construct Iroquois villages, study family 
ancestry and share ethnic foods, give presentations at the Western Hemisphere Museum, and make jazz musician 
bottle buddies.  Students learn public speaking skills as they perform in plays, poetry recitations, biography 
presentations, and spelling bees.  Our children will remember these unique experiences beyond their elementary 
school years. 
I quickly found my niche at Huth as a room parent, classroom helper, and PTA volunteer.  There were many op-
portunities to get involved at school and I always felt welcomed and appreciated.  Huth Road PTA plays a key 
role in enhancing the school year with enrichment programs, celebrations of success, and family events.  Every 
week, our PTA shares Huth Road Highlights to connect families to daily life at school.  I feel lucky for the op-
portunity to volunteer and help make learning fun for our kids. 
There is a sense of community at Huth Road.  It's a safe place to learn, grow, and try something new.  Our teach-
ers and staff go beyond teaching academics.  They help our children discover their passions and nurture their 
character traits.  During their years at Huth, students can participate in a wide variety of extracurricular activities 
including sports, music, art, ELA, and community service.  The clubs and activities help our children develop 
friendships and uncover their talents. 
Viking Values are incorporated into daily life at Huth Road.  Students learn to be respectful, be responsible, and 
be safe.  Their positive choices are rewarded with monthly Viking Values lunches.  Our children also learn the 
importance of helping others.  Individual classes create valentines for veterans, collect donations for the SPCA, 
and make fleece blankets for project Linus.  The entire school works together for the annual holiday food drive 
and walks in Huth's Mini-Relay for Life.  Each opportunity shows our children that they can make a difference in 
the world. 
This combination of academic excellence and 
life lessons helps our children become well-
rounded fifth graders who are ready for middle 
school.  This month, my youngest child reaches 
that milestone.  As I reflect on the last six years, 
I’m thankful for our time at Huth Road.  My 
family got to experience Huth’s warm, welcom-
ing atmosphere and to collaborate with caring 
teachers and staff.  Not only did my son and 
daughter learn and grow, but so did I.  I’m proud 
to be part of the Huth Road community.   
Now it’s time for your adventure to begin.  Wel-
come to the Huth Road family!  You have a 
wonderful journey ahead of you. 
 
Warm regards, 
Jennifer Walowitz 
 
 
 
 

Huth Road PTA parents have the opportunity to share in 
their children’s education. 



Calendar of Events— 
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E-news is here!  Sign Up Today! 
 
 
 

E-news allows Grand Island parents, students, facul-
ty/staff & community members to sign up to receive 
e-mails &/or text messages on school related infor-
mation. With e-news, you automatically receive 
news of interest to you at your selected e-mail ad-
dress or cell phone. E-news is an opt-in service. You 
tailor the service to meet your needs by selecting 
only the categories of information that are of interest 
to you.  
 

To Sign Up: 
Visit www.k12.ginet.org 
Click the GICSD e-news button at the bottom right 
Complete the form and choose your subscription 

options 
Enter the security number shown and press  
 “Sign Me Up” 

June 
      14th  Flag day program in the gym from 10 a.m. 
to 11 a.m. 
  15th fourth grade field day (11 a.m. to 3 p.m.) 
 16th third grade field day (9 a.m. to noon) 
 17th fifth grade field day (9 a.m. to 3 p.m.)      
 

Have a fun and safe summer!!!! Learn much, 
laugh often, and live the beauty of the earth. 

 
 

     

The PTA officers for 2017
-2018 are: 
 
President: Bonnie Nevans 
Vice President of Membership: Emily Harrison 
Vice President of Membership: Jennifer Corbett 
Vice President of Enrichment: Jill Redfern 
Vice President of Enrichment: Angela Hamil-
ton                                                                      
Treasurer: Dawn Dudek 
Recording Secretary: Juliet Clunie 
Corresponding Secretary: Jill Pickering 
Council Representative: Amy McMann 
Council Representative: Paula Macrides 

Our new PTA Board! 

Mothers Day tea 

http://www.k12.ginet.org/
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Excerpts from “Teacher Stories” 
By Alice Gerard (newsletter editor) 

Rhonda Taylor:  
As the advisor (to the Early Act Club), I feel strongly that the kids should 
know how good it feels to give up something good for yourself to do 
something good for someone else. A lot of our kids leave Huth wanting to 
participate in the Interact clubs at the middle school and high school, as 
well.  
...I think that the best thing that parents can do at home is to have mean-
ingful conversations with their children. Ask them about their day and 
their friends and their after-school activities. Read with them. Engage in 

conversations about their reading. I think it is easy to get wrapped up in technology, TV shows, and 
video games, but it’s so important to make meaningful time for one another. Also, I think that it is im-
portant to have our children do things that are difficult for them, to allow them to safely make mistakes 
and encourage them to try new things.  
https://alicesgrandadventures.blogspot.com/2017/03/teacher-stories-9-joy-of-helping-others.html 
 

Jeanne Percival:  
We make fleece blankets for Project Linus in the spring. At Christmas, we donate 
to various charities, instead of a teacher gift. In the past, we’ve donated to the 
SPCA and to Children’s Hospital. One year, we donated a Target gift card to a 
family that lost everything in a fire. I have observed lots of growth in a variety of 
areas, both academic and social. They’re not the same little kids that they were 
when they started in September… They’ve really developed strong relationships 
with each other, and they truly enjoy coming to school every day… I would first 
like to tell parents how much I appreciate their support for their children and much 
I truly care about their kids. I always tell my parents and the kids that, once you’re 
mine, you’re mine forever. I want to hear about all of their successes. Keep bring-
ing me birthday cupcakes. And I just want to stay in touch with them... I will al-
ways be there for the children, even when they are not in my classroom anymore.  
https://alicesgrandadventures.blogspot.com/2017/04/teacher-stories-10-v-is-for-

teachers.html 
  

Dana Allen:  
The students are at that level where they still have a love for art, and they are getting 
to the point where they are getting a little shy about showing off their work. By the 
time they get into high school, they want their art to look more realistic and life-
like… When I came to the grade school, the funniest thing was that, when I was 
demonstrating how to draw something, the students would say, “Wow! You’re an 
artist! “ I would just laugh. A couple classes actually clapped when I was done with 
my demonstration, and I felt that I should get up and bow. I felt like I was the “Art 
Rock Star” here… Please encourage your children to appreciate the arts. Not only is 
it everywhere in their daily lives, but it also helps them to become well-rounded in-
dividuals.  When the kids get older, they want things to look more realistic, and they 
tend to stop creating art. I would say encourage your kids to keep drawing in order to 

get better, just like a sport. The more you practice, the better you get.   
https://alicesgrandadventures.blogspot.com/2017/05/teacher-stories-12-huth-roads-art-rock.html 



Huth Road’s story in pictures 

 

   7            Huth Road Happenings 

 

 

 



Huth Road Happenings       8

More summertime activities 
Grand Island recreation department 

 
The Town of Grand Island’s recreation department has planned a variety of programs  for kids and families during the 
summer. They include sports programs, concerts, field trips, art, dance, and much more.  

 
Town celebrations that are fun for the entire family include: 
The Dick Bessel Road Race and “kids race,” followed by the Independence 
Day parade on Tuesday, July 4th along Grand Island Boulevard. The road will 
be closed to traffic, starting at 8:30 a.m., and activities will start at 9 a.m. You 
can find race registration forms online at www.score-this.com or you can 
download and mail in the entry form. The deadline for pre-registration is July 
2nd. 
A series of outdoor band concerts will be held at 7 p.m., Tuesdays, starting on 
June 27th, at the Town Commons Gazebo, 2255 Baseline Road.  
National Night Out is scheduled for 6:0 p.m., Tuesday, August 1st, in the Town 
Commons and Gazebo. It will feature the Grand Island fire company, various 
law enforcement vehicles, displays, a band concert, crafts, and contests. 

Sports Craze is a program for boys and girls who enjoy sports and competition.  It will be held at Veterans Park, 1717 
Bedell Road. Registration is limited to 100 youth per session.There are programs aimed at two age groups: six through 
nine or ten through thirteen. Sports activities will include ultimate frisbee, flag football, street hockey, volleyball, soc-
cer, and much more.  

Individual instruction will be offered in tennis for youth from the ages of seven to seventeen, as well as for adults. 
Instruction will be offered at the high school courts and at the Havenwood courts. Instruction will include 
forehand, backhand, serve, scoring, and etiquette. In addition, the Havenwood and Kaegebein courts will be 
resurfaced this spring and summer. Look for pickleball in the near future! 

Open swims and swimming lessons will be offered at the high school pool. Swimming lessons will cover all lev-
els, from beginner to proficient swimmer. Open swims are free to the public, but the diving board and starting 
blocks will not be available. The dates for open swim will be Monday, June 26th through Thursday, August 
10th. The pool is closed on July 4th. The hours are 12:45 to 3 p.m. Mondays through Thursdays, and 9:30 a.m. 
through 3 p.m. on Fridays. 

Other sports related activities include youth street hockey, youth roller hockey, sandlot kickball,  
and flag football. 
A fishing club will be offered for children aged seven through 15. No New York Stats fishing license is required 

for kids who are 15 years old or younger. 
A dance program called “let’s dance” will be offered for youths age six through eleven on Tuesdays and Thurs-

days from 10 to 11 a.m. 
Come and Create is an arts and crafts program geared for youths aged six through eleven.  

For kids with special needs, there is an opportunity to play baseball at the Miracle League Diamond at Veterans Park. 
For information on being a “buddy,” part of a time, and for more information about the Miracle League, check out the 
website at www.miracleleaguewny.org At Fantasy Island, work is being done to make the amusement park more ac-
cessible for kids and adults with disabilities, including autism and other “invisible disabilities.” 

Contests this summer will include a youth wagon decorating contest for the Fourth of July, a Kids and Pets photo con-
test (open to all), and a fishing contest at Fisherman’s Landing. 

Grand Island recreation will host four field trips this summer. The places that will be visited will be Lasertron 
(July 7th), Get Air Buffalo (July 14th), Fantasy Island (July 28th), and the Aquarium (August 4th). 

If you just want to play outside, there are local playgrounds in a variety of places: Tower Park, Havenwood Park, 
Veterans Park, Ransom Village, Huth Road Elementary School, Colonial/Driftwood, Nike Base Park, Ed 
Ball Park, Kaegebein School, and Fairview. 

For more information about any town program, contact the town’s recreation department at Nike Base Park, 
3278 Whitehaven Road, Grand Island, N.Y. 14072. Phone: 716.773.9680. Email: recreation@grand-island.ny.us 
websites: www.grandislandny.us and www.ginyrec.com 

http://www.score-this.com
http://www.miracleleaguewny.org
mailto:recreation@grand-island.ny.us
http://www.grandislandny.us
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Colorful Huth Road School 

Our creative students explore the art world 
 



Why Join the Huth Road PTA 

Huth Road   
2016-2017 PTA Membership Form 

 

 
 Name(s):  __________________________________  $5.00 per membership 
  
 Phone:  __________________________________  $ _______ Total enclosed 
 
 E-mail:  ______________________________________________________________  
 
       Child(ren)’s Name(s):  ________________________Teacher(s)____________________________ 
 

Please return to school with your check payable to Huth Road PTA in an envelope marked “PTA Membership” 
Questions? Contact Jennifer Corbett for more information. 

 

What is PTA? Why join PTA? The number one reason to join the Parent Teacher Association is to benefit your child.  
In doing so, you also help your school. But there are many more PTA advantages: 

▪  Get Connected. There’s no better way to know what’s happening in your school. 

▪  Tap into a Network. PTA functions are opportunities to meet other parents and teachers, building rapport and  

 discussing issues that are on your mind. You can share ideas, concerns, and experiences.  

▪  Watch Yourself Grow. By volunteering with your PTA, you put your skills and hobbies to use for a noble cause—your 
child and all children in the community. 

 

▪  Speak Up. PTA can be a way for you to more effectively suggest change at your child’s school. 

▪  Witness Improvement. By getting involved you’ll be part of the solution, helping make positive changes. Local PTAs 
play an important role in fundraising to provide school improvements, curriculum-based programs, and social events. 

▪  Be a Role Model. By becoming a PTA member, you’ll be showing your child the importance you place on education. 

▪  Enjoy Substantial Benefits. Individuals and local units can take advantage of a host of benefits from PTA membership 
including discounts and offers from member-benefits providers and sponsors, magazine subscriptions, leadership train-
ing, e-newsletters and much more. 

       ▪  Upon receiving your card, log in to activate it and receive a coupon for $10 off a $50 purchase at OfficeMax. 

 

Please support our PTA through your membership. Clip and return this form to your student’s classroom teacher.  
 

The Early Act club, advised by Rhonda Taylor, collected snacks, which were donated to the pediatric floor at Ro-
swell Park Cancer Institute. The snacks are kept in a snack closet, show above. Children undergoing cancer treat-
ments are free to choose a snack from that closet anytime they would like one. 
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http://pta.org/member_benefit_providers.asp

